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To the 


by 


WORTHY TRUSTEES, 


acting for 
The reſpedable Society of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
Aſſembling in AnGzL-STrEer, 


WORCESTER, 
the following Sermon, 
publiſhed at their requeſt, 


expreſſroe of the hagh eſteem 


in which 
they juſtly held the deceaſed, 
is reſpect fully inſcribed, 
by 
their aſfectionate friend, 
tand fas 


Jaws Dore. 


[1 
us 
1 
1 
10 
19 


* Veftry Room, Angel- Street M ecling, Worceſter, 
Fuly 25, «44 


- 


| Six, 


© AS Chairman at a Meeting now 
convened, of the Truſtees, acting for the Society 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters, aſſembling in Angel- 
Street, in this City, I am deſired to preſent our 
united thanks for the —diſcourſe you yeſter- 
day delivered, on occaſion of the much lamented death 
of our truly valuable friend, the late Mr. John 
Flight ; and / am likewiſe directed reſpettfully to 
inform you that, as in our apprehenſion the ſermon 
is calculated, under a divine bleſſing, to prove 
uſeful, we feel it to be our duty earneſtly to intreat 
you will permit it to be publiſhed. ' © 


Jam, Sir, 


with much eſteem, 
Yours, Gc. 


SamvgLt Ros.“ 


To Mr. James Dore, 
Walworth, Surry. 


V ever dear and valuable friend, Mr. 751 
Flight, whoſe early and ach lamented 

death we are now to endeavour to improve, de- 
fired, in the near view of an eternal world, that 
1 would direct your thoughts, on the preſent 
mournful oecaſion, to thoſe ſublime and affecting 


words, 
1 Jonx iv. 3. 


God 1s LOVE. 


HISTORY relates that when Crœſus, the rick 
king of Lidia, aſked Thales, one of the wiſe men 
of Greece, What is God ? the philoſopher re- 
quired a day to confider the queſtion before he 
gave an anſwer. When the day was expired, 
Crœſus alked again, What is God ? and Thales 

B intreated 
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intreated two days to conſider. When two days 
were paſt, the queſtion was again propoſed; and 
he aſked four days to reflect upon it. At the ex- 


piration of four days, nh requeſted eight; after 


eight, ſixteen; and in this manner he continued 


ta procraſtinate ſo long, thaythe king, impatient 


"at his delay, inquired the reafon of it. O, 
king!“ ſaid the philoſopher, “be not aſtoniſhed 
that I defer my anſwer. It is a queſtion in which 
my inſufficient reaſon 1s loſt. The oftener I aſk 
myſelf, What is God? the more incapable: I find 
myſelf of anſwering. New difficulties ariſe every 
moment, and my knowledge diminiſheth as my 
jag quiries increaſe. —Had this queſtion, Whet/ is 

rod ? been propoſed to the old philoſophers i in 
| general, one would have replied, God is inani- 
LR matter, the world or the ſun; a ſecond; God 
is fre; a third, God is water; a fourth, God is 
Ether: but if the amiable apoftle John had been 
aſked his opinion, he would have anſwered in the 
words of our text, Gop 1s Love. 

This explicit, conciſe, and comprehenſive re- 
ply is infinitely ſuperior :to alt the definitions of 
the divine nature, given by philoſophers and 
Khoolmen. When, with metapyblical precifion, 
men attempt to penetrate into the eſſence of 
Deity to define what God is, the wiſeſt are ſoon 
loft; but here is a juft deſcription of the Supreme 
Heing level to * of a ea 
is love. | 5 401 
Sf, & By 
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By love, im the text, we are to underſtand, not 
hat is ealled the love of eſteem the love of com- 
placence, or the love of gratitude; but, the love 
of benevolence; that generous principle which 
induces the great God to do good, to impart hap. 
pineſs. But this fingular mode of expreſſion, 
Go is LovE | implies ſomething more than that 
God is benevolent; it implies that benevolence 
is his eſſence, that he is neceſſarily, Rs 
entirely, and conſtantly benevolent. | 

This is- the delightful, the animating, the "i 
blime ſubject that now calls for our ſerious atten- 
tion. The divine attributes are the moſt glori- 
ous objects of contemplation. It ennobles the 
foub of man to riſe above the world, to ſoar on 
the wings of faith to the heaven of heavens where 
dwells the inviſible God, and to meditate on thoſe 
peerleſs excellencies of Deity, which will for ever 
employ the thoughts, and fire the love, of ſeras 
pbim who ſurround his throne. The goodneſi of 
God is a ſubjeQ as full of conſolation as it is ſub- 
lime. The benevolence of our heavenly Father 
opens ſome of the brighteſt ſeenes that can poſ« 
fibly be preſented. to our view; ſcenes no leſo 
aſtoniſhing chan thoſe of infinite wiſdom; and 


boundlels power, and far more tranſporting ta 


behold; ſcenes excellently adapted to ſublimate 
the ſoul, to ſooth the mind, and to touch the 
tenderelt feelings of the heart. 

„ 5 Thar 


% 


| 


[8] 
That God is love, is a truth ſo èvident, that it 
is not neceſſary to attempt to prove it; or we 
would call in to our aid the dictates of reaſon, the 
teſtimony of ſcripture, and the evidence of facts. 
All parties acknowledge, all religions ſuppoſe, and 
all creatures experience, that God is love. We 
might as well endeavour to prove that the ſun 
mines, when we ſee its light and feel its cheering 
influence, as that God is love, while we exiſt in a 
world full of the Creator's goodneſs. All things 


riſe in proof. The whole univerſe, ſtamped with. 


the moſt indubitable marks of kind defign, loudly 
proclaims that God is love. The heavens declare 
the goodneſs of God, and the earth is full of his 
Praiſe. The ſtars which roll in the immenſity of 
ſpace; and the productions of the earth on which 
we live; the flowers of the ſpring, and the fruits 
of autumn, all teach us this important truth, that 
God is love. 

A being who has a perfect knowledge of what 
is right, and who can have no intereſt, no real, 
no apparent intereſt in doing wrong, muſt be be- 
nevolent;—ſuch a being is God. His nature is 
benevolence. A diſpoſition to-do good is eſſen- 
tal to his exiſtence, Neither wiſdom, nor 


power, nor being, is more neceſſary than this 


Ipirit of Jove which is the perfettion of moral ex- 

cellence, £00 | 00 
But though the principle of benevolence be ne- 
cellary, the exerciſe of it is ſovereign. All the 
| particular 
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particular acts, which ſpring from the general 
goodneſs of God, are perfectly free. He was un- 
der no obligation to create the world. Its ex- 
iſtence was not neceſſary, either to add to his 
glory, or to augment his happineſs. He is the 
ſource of his own felicity, and the mirror of his 
own beauty. The praiſes which angels pay him, 
do not render him more bleſſed; nor would the 
exiſtence of millions of new worlds render him 
more glorious, than he is in himſelf. He is ſu- 
premely independent of the univerſe which he 
has formed. He is not indebted to his creatures 
for the perfection of his glory, or of his bleſſed- 
neſs), He is eſſentially zue bleed God; and he 
imparts bleſſings as he pleaſes. 

+ Becauſe his love is ſovereign in its exerciſe, it 
is incomprehenſible. I do not mention this as 
the only reaſon of the incomprehenſibility of the 
love of God; for his love is too great to be com- 


prehended. Its extent and variety cannot be 


aſcertained. Its dimenſions are not known. Its 


height, and depth, and length, and breadth; ſur- 


paſs knowledge. + God is an ocean of love, and 


we ſee only part of the ſhore. His tender mer- 


cies are over all his works, which we know but 
in part. All his paths: are mercy and truth, and 
we ſee only part of his ways. But certainly the 
ſovereign manner in which the love of God is 
diſplayed gives riſe to many difficulties; and this 

corfideration 
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eonſideration ſhould 46 our complaints, ef. 
pecially if we add, that 

The exerciſe of the ne goodneſs is alvays 
guided by ſupreme wiſdom, and with an inflexi- 
ble regard to rectitude. In the effuſions of his 
love he abounds toward us in all wiſdom and 
prudence, In the ſublimeſt exertions of his 
goodneſs, in pardoning, juſtifying, and ſaving 
ſinners, he does not ſully his juſtice, diſhonour 
his law, or caſt the leaſt ſhade over his moral go- 
vernment. All the attributes of Deity are in 
perfect harmony. The love of God is pure in its 
principle, wife in its plan of operation, and holy 
in its exerciſe toward the ſinful children of men. 

The love of God is ſteady to its objett, Hau- 
ing loved his own, -with an everlaſting love, he 


lovet them unto: the end. From eternity he en- 


tertained thoughts of love reſpecting them, and 
formed a plan for their complete felicity, And 
he Tefts in his love. His love is always equally 
conſtant, and equally intenſe. It is never diver. 
ted from its objects, nor interrupted-in its exer- 
ciſe. He ever rejorceth in them, to do them good. 

We are incapable of ſuch ſteady and ardent at- 


tachment. The fluctuations of our friendſhips, . 


are, in ſome ſenſe, effential to our happineſs. If 
aur love to a child, a brother, or a friend, were 
always as vigorous as it is at times, life would be 
almoſt inſupportable. When thoſe, to whom we, 
were warmly, attached, are taken from us, our 

hearts 
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hearts are deeply wounded : but our wounds are 
gradually healed by time, which bringeth for- 
ward ne objets, and drrefts out thoughts into 
a new train. It is the prerogative of the Divi- 
nity to be always the ſame. Wich tie father of 
lights, from whom proceedeth every good and every 
ferfett. gift, there is no variableneſs ; no, not fo 
much as the ad of turning. The divine be- 
nignity is compared, in {cripture, to ſome of the 
moſt durable objects in nature. It is like the 
great mountains. Ves, it is more permanent than 
the everlaſting hills. For though” the mountains 
depart, and the hills be removed,” his compaſſion 
all not depart from its highly favoured objects. 
If the goodneſs of God were like the morning cloud, 
and as the early dew, which ſoon paſſeth away, there 
could be no ſolid foundation for our confidence: 
But becauſe God changeth not we may ſecurely 
truſt in him at all times. In what triumphant 
language does the apoſtle Paul ſpeak on this in- 
tereſting ſubject? I am perſuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be 
able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 

To add no more: the love of God is effectual; 
it actually promotes the happineſs, the boundleſs, 
the everlaſting happinels, of thoſe who truſt in him. 
If our love were ever ſo lincere, ever ſo ardent, 

ever 
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ever ſo operative, it is but little we can do for 


the good of our friends. If the fables of anti- 
quity were to be realized in us, if, in the enthu- 
ſiaſm of our affeftion, we ere to lay down our 
lives for a brother or a friend, we could not re- 
deem his foul, nor offer to God a ranſgm for him. 
Earthly friends are not always preſent; nor al- 
ways, when they are preſent, able to be of any 
real ſervice. Their knowledge is confined, their 
power is bounded, and their unavailing friend- 
ſhip ſometimes diſcovers itſelf only in their ſighs, 
and their tears. But the love of God is the love 


of an all- wiſe, and an almighty being, who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can aſk, 


or think. The plans, which his wiſdom has 
formed for our happineſs, will be fully accom- 
pliſhed by his power. His counſel muſt ſtand, and 
he will do all his pleaſure. No event can fruſ- 
trate his deſigns for the good of thoſe who love 
him; for before him, who wergheth the mountains 
in ſcales, and the hills in à balance, difficulties 


vaniſh. / he ſpeak, it is done; if he command, it 


flands faſt. If be ſay, Let there be light, inſtan- 
taneouſly light appears. He worketh all things 
after the counjel of his own will, —What may we 
not expect from a God whoſe eſſence is love; 
whole goodneſs is diffuſive, © ever flowing yet 
never exhauſted ?” The ſphere of its operation 


is extenſive. The circle in which it moves is 


wide 


Po 
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wide as the univerſe. And the bloſſings which it 
imparts are rich, and infinitely diverſified. | 

Let us briefly illuſtrate this pleaſing ſubject, by 
pointing out ſome inſtances of the Love of God. 
Here, where ſhall we begin? Where ſhall we 
end? To what particular diſplays of divine be- 


+. nevolence ſhall we direct our attention? Where 


ſhall we fix our eyes ?—Behold univerſal nature 


open to your view, full of the loving-kindnefs of 


the Lord! He called the univerſe into being, not 


that he might receive, but impart happineſs, that 


he might pour forth his love, and communicate, 
to the creatures of his power, ſome portion of his 
own felicity. 

The goodneſs of Cod appears,—in his giving 
exiſtence to ſo many living creatures on the 
earth, in the air, and in the ſea—in making them 
all good in their various kinds—and in providing 
abundantly for their ſupply and enjoyment. 

But man is pre-eminently diſtinguiſhed. The 
love of God to man is ſtrikingly diſplayed—in his 
corporeal frame, and intellectual ſyſtem—in- the 
high rank he holds in the ſcale of being—in his 
ſocial capacity—in the ſubſerviency of the various 
tribes of the irrational creation to his pleaſure— 
in the peculiar care which heaven exerciſes over 
him—and above all, in the foundation which the 
goſpel lays for the ſpiritual and eternal happineſs 
of all them that believe. | 


Cc Contemplate 
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 Contemplate the love of God as it is manifeſted 


in your own exiſtence. Your bodies, which are 
cutiouſly and fearfully formed, prove the good- 
neſs of your almighty maker ; and your immortal 
ſouls are emanations of his love. The powers of 
your minds, when they are properly diretted, are 
ſo many ſprings of happineſs —What a rich pre- 
ſent, from the God of love, is reaſon ? How re- 
fined, and exalted the pleaſure we derive from its 
exerciſe ?—By the powers of imagination we may 
traverſe ideal regions, and form ſcenes of delight 
which nature never made.—The paſſions, the ac- 
tive forces of the ſoul, when ſet on proper ob- 
jekts, and *not carried beyond their proper 
bounds, are eminently uſeful, and highly condu- 
cive to our happineſs. —Qur ſocial feelings are 
expreſſions of the creator's goodneſs. Our ſym- 
pathetic powers greatly contribute to the felicity 
of our ſocial ſtate. The cries of affliction, the 
. accents of diſtreſs, the cadences of miſery, the 
look of ſorrow, the very thought that a brother is 
unhappy, will, through the force of ſympathy, 
Pain our minds, and prompt us to relieve our- 
ſelves by endeavouring to mitigate the ſufferings 
of our fellow men.—The ſenſes, again, are ſo 
many channels through which pleaſure is im- 
parted to the mind. The eye is regaled by na- 
ture's beautiful landſcapes, and delighted by the 
expreſſive human countenance, eſpecially the 
open generous look of cordial fiiendſhip, The 


car 
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ear is captivated by the harmony of ſounds, the 
ſweet warbling of the tuneful tribes, and the in- 
ſtruQive voice of man. For every ſenſe God has 
provided ſome ſuitable object. He has placed 
us in a moſt delightful ſpot. All things around 
us conſpire to make us happy, as divine love per- 
vades and animates the whole creation. 

The love of God appears in his 3 
diſpenſations. It is he who preſerves our lives, 
our health, our reaſon, and our ſenſes. He pro- 
tes us in the hour of danger. His unſeen. hand 
averteth the blow that is levelled to deſtroy us, 
and © his almighty voice Pronounces our reprieve 
from death.” It is he who ſupplies our wants as 
they return. He feeds and clothes us. For the 
uſe of man he beautifies the fields with verdure, 
the trees with fruit, and the hills with corn. 
His influence fits the huſbandman for his daily 
toil, and his blefling crowns his labours with ſuc- 
ceſs. He waters the earth with fruitful ſhowers, 
and ripens the fruit by the warmth of his ſun. 
It is he who giveth us health to enable us to re- 
liſh the bounties of his providence, and friends 
tq participate with us the pleaſures we enjoy. 

But the love of God ſhines with the moſt re- 
ſplendent luſtre in the goſpel. What aſtoniſhing 
inſtances of the divine love does the goſpel ſet 
before us? What a ſcene of wonders does it 
open to our view?, In this was manifeſted the 


love of God towards us, ſaith the apoſtle in the 
C 2 words 
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words following the text, becauſe that God ſent his 
only begbiten Son, into the world, that we might 
ive through him. What words are thefe ? What 
ideas do they convey to us? How can we forth 
ſufficiently exalted ſentiments of the love of God? 
of that love which gave A perſon of ſupreme 
dignity—to an ungrateful, and rebellious world 
forthe moſt benevolent purpoſes? 
God so loved the world, that he gave his Son, 

tis own Son; nis beloved Son, in whom he is well 
ipleaſed, hisonly begotten Son, the brightneſs of the 
Father's glory, und the expreſs image of his perſon. 
Phe ſacred writers, when they magnify the love 
f God to man, lay an emphaſis on the word Son. 
He ſhared not his own SON, but delivered him up to 
poverty and contempt, to pain of body and diſ- 
#efs of mind, to the fury of men and the ſword of 
divine juſtice; to a lingering Exeruciutivg and 18˙ 
nominious death. 

He gabe his Son to men, — ſinful men men all 
Kefled by Hn-men who have violated that ſu- 
preme lav which condemns tranſgreſſors to ever- 


Jaſting deſtruction —men full of enmity againſt 


God and unwilling to be reconciled. God com- 
Mendel nis love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet finners; Chriſt died for us. God, who is rich 
in mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved us, 
ven when we were dead in ſins, gave his Son for 
vur ſalvation. The great unworthineſs of man 
teprefents'the divine we to ſuperior advantage. 

; The 
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The ſcriptures, in order fully to illuſtrate the 
love of God to man, point out the various im 
portant bleſſings which God . beſtows upon his 
people through Jeſus Chriſt. Behold "what Hin. 
mer of love the Father has beſtowed Upon us, That we 
Jhould be called the ſons of God, He pardons and 
adopts, plucks from diſgrace and elevates to dig- 
nity, frees from mifery and beſtows happiness, 
er from hell and exalts to heaven. 

Wich a view to promote our happinefs, he has 
niche the moſt abundant proviſion for the infor- 
mation of dur minds, on the moſt intereſting Tub. 
jets. The God of love, pitying the ignoruftt, 
and them that were out of the way, Tent his on 
Son to inſtru them, and bring them to himfelf. 
Through him he has provided for '6ut complete 
fanctiflcation, that we might be delivered from 

rde miſeries of vice, and enjoy the delights of r- | 
ligion. Finally, the love of God is fully man- 4 
feſted in the proviſion, the rich-proviſien, he Has 
made, for the relief of the guilty conſcience, for 

the ſupport of the afflicted, for the hope of the dy- 
ing, and for our eternal happinels. 

From the whole we may remark, 

1. If God be love, he ought to be loved. 

The natural attributes of Deity, abſtraQtedly 
conſidered, , are calculated to excite our aftoniſh- 
ment and dread. Indeed ſome of God's moral 
perfeQtions, ſeparately viewed, are adapted to 
alarm the mind, eſpecially the mind of a ſinner "it 

who is conſcious of his guilt. 
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Almighty power is a formidable object of con- 
templation, and inflexible juſtice bears a terri- 


ſying aſpect. It is goodneſs that renders the di- 


vine character amiable and glorious. Goodneſs 


is eſſentially and intimately connected with all the 
divine attributes. It is their light, their beauty, 
and their crown. God is love. Love ſoftens his 
greatneſs, diſplays his character in finiſhed excel- 
lence, and engages our veneration and delight, 
We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. A know- 
ledge that God is love is neceſſary to excite love 
in our breaſts towards him. We cannot love the 
God whom we have offended, without a diſco. 
very of his mercy in the forgiveneſs of fin. If we 
him as an irreconcileable enemy, deſpair 
of pardon will inflame our breaſts with enmity 
againſt him. Then only can we love him, when 
we view him 1 in his true and amiable character as 
the God of love, rich in grace, delighting in the 
exerciſc of mercy, abundant in compaſſion, ready 
to pardon. When God diſplayed his cLoxy, in 
anſwer to the prayer of Moles, he made all his 
GOODNEss to paſs before him, and proclaimed his 


name, the LorD, the Lord God, merciful and 


gracious, long ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs 
and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
iniguity and tranſgreſſion and ft n. Let this lovely 
pifure, of the Father of mercies, be always before 
your eyes; then you vill venerate the divine ma- 


jeſty, 
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jeſty, fear the divine goodneſs, and delight in che 
divine Being as your Father and your God. © 

2. Is God love? Then we ought to adore, 
and praiſe him, and gratefully acknowledge the 
various bleſſings, of nature, providence, and grace, 
which his love has beſtowed upon us. 

Our langyage ſhould ever be, What ſhall I ren- 
der unto the Lond, for all his benefits towards me ? 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ! and all that is within, 
me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lox p, O my 
Soul ! and forget not any one of his benefits ; who 

forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy 
diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life from deſtruftion, 
who crowneth thee with loving-hindneſs and tender 
mercies. Gratitude to the giver of every good, 
and every perfect gift, ſhould warm our breaſts, 
dwell upon our tongues, animate our devotions, 
tune our ſongs, and influence our condutt. The 
exerciſe of gratitude to the God of love is wy 
delightful. 

3. Is God love? Then we ſhould truſt in 
him. 

O taſte and ſee that the Lox D is good: bleſſed is 
tie man that truſteth in him. O how excellent is thy 
loving-kindneſs ! ſaid the enraptured Plalmiſt, 
therefore ſhall the children of men put their truſt 
under the ſhadow of thy wings. They that know thy 
name, will put their truſt in thee, Yes, did ſin- 
ners know that God is love, they would be aſhamed 
ob the baſeneſs of their condutt in finning againſt 


him, 
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him, they would repent of the evil of their ways, 


and return unte God with weeping waiting and 
ſupplication. De I addreſs any who are con- 


ſcious of their guilt,- whoſe fears are awakened; + 


and who tremble at the proſpect of danger? To 
ſuch 1 would ſay, God is love. Truſt in him, and 
. You will net be confounded. Truſt in him for 
pardon, purity, and eternal life, through . Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord. Confide in the cheering de- 
clarations of his word, embrace the meffages of 
his love, and go to the mercy-ſeat, acknowledging 
your ſin and ſupplicating pardon. Realize the 
paternal character of God, as it is repreſented in 
the beautiful parable of the prodigal. See him 
running to meet his returning ſon when he is yet 
a great way off. See him melting with compal- 
ſion, falling on the neck of his once rebellious 
but now penitent child, and kiſſing him with the 
tendereſt affedion. See him abounding in the 
demonſtrations of his joy, preparing new and 
{plendid attire for his ſon, and giving orders for 
a feaſt, accompanied with -mufick and dancing, 
to celebrate his happy return. As @ father pi- 
tietn his children, ſo the Lon pitieth them that 
fear him. With pity in his eye, and pardon in 
his hand, he receiveth every returning prodigal. 
Is God love? Then truſt in him ye afflicted 
chriſtians. The good you enjoy overbalances all 
the evils which you ſuffer. Afflidtions are means 
neceſſary to promote your belt intereſt, And in 

all 
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all your afflictions your heavenly Father is afMliQ-- 
ed. He ſympathizes with you. He careth for 
you. He will ſupport, he will deliver, he will 
bleſs you. Truſt in him, and your minds will 
be kept in perfect peace. Sing O heavens, and 
be joyful O earth, and break forth into finging O 
mountains, for the Lox D hath comforted his people, 
and will have mercy upon his afflifiled. But Zion 
ſaid, the Loxp hath forſaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me.—Can a woman forget her fuck- 
ing child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 
fon of her womb? Yea, they may forget———Yet 
will not I forget thee. The love of God to his 
children exceeds the tendereſt compaſſion of the 
moſt affectionate mother, whoſe heart ſeems to 
be all affection, whoſe eyes beam pity, and whoſe 
whole attention is ingroſſed by an afflicted child. 
A firm and ſteady perſuaſion that God is love will 
ſupport and comfort us under his chaſtiſing hand. 
Yes, yes, it will—it does. 

4. Is God love? Let us aim to be like his,” | 
Be ye followers of God, as dear children. Let us 
love one another. This is the praftical inference 
which the apoſtle draws from our text. Let us 
love all mankind, and particularly our chriſtian 
brethren of every denomination. Let us learn 
of God to do good unto all men, and efpecially unto 
them that are of the houſhold of faith. Let us cul- 
tivate a ſpirit of warm, diffuſive, univerſal. bene- 
volence. Has God pitied us in our fallen ruined 

D ſtate ? 
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ſtais? Let us pity the ignorant, nod them that are 

aut of the way.— Has God long borne with our 
ingratitude and folly > Let us patiently bear 
with the provocations we receive from our fellow. 
creatures. Has God pardoned our fins? . Let 
us /orgive them iat treſpaſs againſt us.— Has God 
turned our, feet into the way of peace? Let us 
try to reclaim them that ſtill wander Has God 
inſtructed, and fed, and clotbed us? Let us in- 
{rut the ignorant, feed the hungry, and clothe 
the naked. ſay unio you, it is our maſter that 
ſpeaks, it is the language of Chriſt, Love your 
enemies, bleſs them which curſe. you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for diem that deſputeſully 
e you, and gerſecute you ; that ye may be the chil- 
dxen of your Father whach 15 in heaven ; for he 
maketh has fun to riſe on the evil, and on the good ; 
and /endeth rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt, 

56. Is God love? Then let us yield ſincere, 
hearty, impartial, and conſtant obedience to his 
commands. | 

- When Samuel exhorted the Iſraelites to fear tie 
SD and. ſerve him in truth with all their heart, 
be added, for conſider how great things he hath 
done for you. What an important conſideration ! 
What a powerful motive! May the love of God 
conſdrain us all to devote ourſelves to his ſervice. 
Then we ſhall be truly happy. Then we thall 
be prepared. for all events, 


Such 
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Such was the happineſs of our dear young. 
Friend, who lately left the world. He was well 
acquainted with this ſubjeR, and, in the moſt try- 
ing ſeaſon, felt its conſoling, its ſupporting, its 
animating influence. The love of God is a ſub- 
Jet on which he delighted to ſpeak—a ſubje&@ 
that afforded him ſtrong conſolation, and good 
hope, in life, and in death. 

Were 1 fully to ſtate my opinion of the de- 
ceaſed, ſome, who had not the advantage of a 
2 acquaintance with him, might ſuppoſe 1 

d choſen a theme for panegyrical declamation. 
I will not therefore ſay all I might juſtly Tay of 
him: nor is it neceſſary that I ſhould; for all 
who knew him, reſpetted and loved him, as he uni- 
ted, in a high degree, the eſtimable and the amia- 
ble qualities. His mind was above the common 
ſize, and his heart was formed for friendſhip. 
He had the unſpeakable advantage of a religi- 
ous education; and it pleaſed God to impreſs his 
conſcience, in very early life, with a deep ſenſe 
of his depravity, of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
fin, and of the neceſſity of faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom he confided for ſalvation, and to 
whoſe ſervice he devoted himſelf. A little more 
than ſix years ſince, he made a public profeſſion 
of religion, put on Chriſt by baptiſm, which I 
had the pleaſure to adminiſter, and united him- 
ſelf to the Chriſtian Society meeting near the 
| D. 2 Maze 
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Maze Pond, Southwark. And, it is with peculiar 
ſatisfaction I obſerve that, he uniformly adorned 
his profeſſion, by his ſobriety, diligence, integrity, 
and benevolence. He was of a peaceable, con- 
deſcending, affable, and-generous diſpoſition. He 
was a wiſe, a good, and an happy man; a ſincere, 
enlightened, and exemplary chriſtian. The grace 
of God was exceeding abundant in his behalf, and 

tao the praiſe of the glory of divine grace be it ſpoken. 
His late affliction, which terminated in death, 


he bore, as I am well informed, with the fortitude . 


and reſignation of a chriſtian. And, when the 
ſcenes of eternity opened to his view, he was not 
afraid to die. He was willing to depart, to be with 
Chriſt. _ | 

A few days before his departure he ſaid he 
thought his continuance here would be very ſhort, 
and added, I feel no anxiety or fear on account 
of death. I deſire to be thankful that the imme- 
diate proſpect of exchanging worlds does not 
alarm me—quite the reverſe. I do not fear to 
die, becauſe I feel that I can fully rely upon the 
promiſed mercy and free grace of God God is 


love — He has loved me, and enabled me to love, 


him.” | 15135 | 
The next day, to a friend, who was remarking 
that the preſent life is a ſtate of affliction and trial, 
he ſaid, All my connexions in life are calcu- 
lated to make me happy. - Perhaps no perſon has 
| : felt 
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felt more real ſatisfaction in life than I have ex- 
perienced. I have had nothing but mercy and 
goodneſs ſurrounding me. The only diſtreſs 1 
have ſelt has been on account of ſin; and this has, 
at times, been a ſource of great aſſliction to me: 
but I have been enabled to hate and deteſt it, and 
I now hate it more than ever. I long to be r. 
as God is holy.“ 

To the ſame perſon, he, at * time, * 
ſerved that he had endeavoured to read and ex- 
amine the word of God for himſelf, with all the 
impartiality in his power, without any regard to 
the opinions of men, and that, after all his re- 
ſearches, he could ſee no other foundation, on 
which a ſinner could ſafely build for eternity, 
than the atonement and righteouſneſs of Chrilt, 
which the infinite mercy of God has appointed 
for our ſalvation. *© I have no idea,“ he ſaid, 
« that we can merit the leaſt favour at the hand 
of God. The ſmalleſt bleſſing we enjoy is the 
free gift of God. We cannot deſerve it, becauſe 
we have forfeited every mercy by fin. And 
ſarely, if we cannot delerve any temporal mer- 
ey, far leſs can we merit the eternal felicity of 
heaven.— I look forward, with confidence and 
joy, to the reward promiſed : but that is a reward 
of grace, not.of debt.” 

Io a friend, that ſpoke to him of the great 
mercy of God in giving him ſo much comfort in 
kis 
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| his dying moments, he ſaid, *I wiſh you to un- 
dierſtand that I experience no enthuſiaſm— I feel 
no raptures—-I ſee no angels, nor any ſuper- 
natural appearance whatever—but it hath pleaſed 
God, of his infinite mercy, to give me, in this 
awful ſeaſon, ſolid joy and ſubſtantial peace.” 
He wiſhed all his friends to know what happi- 
neſs he enjoyed ; that they might, with the 
greater readineſs, ſubmit to the divine will. He 
deſired them to conſider that God is love. So 
deeply did he enter into the ſpirit of this ſubjeR, 
as to be tenderly concerned for the happineſs of 
thoſe about him, and of all mankind, He fre- 
quently expreſſed an ardent deſire, that a ſpirit 
of love and concord might prevail among all 
chriſtians, ſeveral times ſaying, © I long moſt 
earneſily for the ſpread of vital religion: but 
there can be no enjoyment of real religion where 


there is not a ſpirit of peace, of union, and of 


love.” | — 

I have mentioned a few gnly of the many 
excellent ſentiments which he uttered, during 
his illneſs, to the no {mall conſolation of his af- 
flicted friends. Many other expreſſions, as ſtrik- 


ing as any. of thoſe which bave been repeated, 


might have been mentioned; but what has been 
ſaid will, I truſt, be ſufficient to ſhew, in a ſtrong 
point of light, the ſupreme importance of genuine 
religion. 
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Not long before he left the world, be, with 
the utmoſt compoſure, took his leave, his final, 
affedtionate leave, of his deareſt friends, addreſl., 
ing each in the moſt ferious and ſuitable manner, 
and rejoicing in the. hope of AY them in a 
happier world. ö 

Lou, my — and W Friends, the 
mourning Relatives of the deceaſed, ſuſtain a 
| heavy loſs. The death of ſuch a relative is an 
affecting providence, My heart feels for you— 
we all feel for you—on this ſorrowful occaſion, 
To tell you not to weep would be cruel : * Your 
grief becomes you, and your tears are juſt.“ 
But you are not called to weep as though you 
had no hope ; for you have hope—hope of the 
moſt important kind—hope built upon the moſt 
ſolid baſis hope of the moſt cheering influence. 
You hope, an the firmeſt ground, - that- your 
dear relative is now completely bappy ;- that his 
ſoul, his precious and immortal ſoul, is gone 
to his Father and your Father, to his God and 


your God. You bope that his body, ſhut up for 


a ſeaſon in the filent grave, will, by and by, at 
the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God, 
riſe again, and be transformed like unto the glo- 
rious body of Chriſt, And do you not hope, that, 
when it ſhall pleaſe the great arbiter of all events 
to call you hence, you will go where he is gone; 
and never more ſeel the pain of ſeparation : and 
that 


A 


[ #8 ] 
that, you will then be employed, with him, and 
all the ranfomed of the Lox p, out of every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, in finging 
- the praiſes of God, and of the lamb, for ever and 
ever ? Then the love, of which you have now 
been hearing, will be the delightful theme of your 
inceſſant meditation; the inexhauſtible ſource 
of your moſt exalted Joys ;\ and the ders of | 
your ſublimeſt ſongs. 
I cannot conclude, without ſpeaking a few 
words, and they muſt be but few, to the young, 
the healthful, and the gay. You have ſeen one, 
of very flattering earthly profpetts, almoſt ſud- 
denly taken away. A few weeks ſince, he was 
as likely to live, to live long, as any of you can 
be: but now his countenance is changed, and 
he is taken away. How ſoon you may follow 
him, who can ſay? God grant you all may be 
as well prepared! To you à voice from heaven 
ſpeaks, Be ye alſo ready. Prepare to meet your 
God. Remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth. - You have ſeen the great advantage of 
early piety in my excellent friend. Be ye fol- 
lowers of thoſe, who, through faith and patience, 
inkerit the promiſes, Let not the temptations 
of ſatan, the ſuggeſtions of your own hearts, or 
the allurements of the world, prevail on you to 
defer the concerns of religion, till you are more 
advanced in life. Behold, now is the accepted 
; |; time ; 
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time: Behold, now is the day of ſalvation. Nom, 
whale it is called to-day, hear the voice of God, in 
his word, and in his providences. And remem- 
ber, for your encouragement, the condeſcending 
and gracious language of a faithful God, with 
which I ſhall conclude, I love them that love me: 
and THOSE THAT SEEK ME KARLY SHALL 
FIND ME. 


41 —A—jä—ẽ——— 


— — — — — — AAS 


—— U — ——̃ — — 


